
 

 

 

What have the Romans done for us? 
 

Project Overview 
We hope you have had a happy, fun and restful summer holiday and are ready for an exciting start to the new 
school year. This year, the Year 4 teachers are Miss Parren and Miss Roy and our Teaching Assistants are Mrs 
Connel, Mrs McMillian, Miss Patterson and Mrs Brower. 
 
In Term 1, we will start with a focus on PSHE including looking after our well-being and completing activities to help 
us to get to know each other better and help us all to settle into the new academic year. We will meet Jigsaw Jaz 
and Jigsaw Jerrie, our PSHE characters, who will help us to think about who we are in the world and also about 
mindfulness. The first Friday of term is a School Vision Day across the whole school. 
 
We will then start our Romans project ‘I am Warrior!’ … 
I am strong, brave and powerful, meet me in battle, draw your sword, wield your axe and challenge me if you dare! 
Invade and attack! Romans versus Celts, the fight is on. Discover warring Britain: Meet Claudius, Boudicca and Julius 
Caesar and find out what the Romans did for us.  

Recommended Books 

         

 
This Term We Are Learning … 

Year 4 – I am Warrior! 



English 

Core Text- The Dark by Lemony Snicket. 
This term, we will be reading The Dark, a story about a young boy afraid of the dark but 
faces his fears. We will be working on key skills in order to write an information page 
about a fear to add to a class book of fears, for our class to read. Over the term, we will 
continue to learn and develop key skills such as using organisational techniques, 
identifying different sentence types, expanded noun phrases and conjunctions. 
Additionally, we will also develop our descriptive writing by creating a voice for the 
elements, using figurative language. Whilst reading, we will discuss language and 
grammatical choices and the effect of these on the reader. Incorporated into our daily 
English lessons, we will read a variety of different genres based around our project, to 
help develop the children’s reading skills such as inference, deduction, prediction, 
authorial word choices and comprehension. We will also be revisiting correct letter 
formation including how to join letters accurately. 

Maths 

Addition and Subtraction - The children will start the term with a review of column 
addition and subtraction of 3 digit numbers and later in the term apply this knowledge 
when learning to add and subtract 4 digit numbers. 
Numbers to 10,000 - The children will learn how 10,000 can be decomposed into 
thousands, tens and ones.  They will then learn to recognise the place value of 4 digit 
numbers and how to compose and decompose these numbers through partitioning.  
Using their place value knowledge, they will move on to round numbers to the nearest 
10, 100 and 1000 which can also be used to estimate.  Children will also learn to divide 
1,000 into 2,4,5, and 10 equal parts. 

Religious 
Education 

How do Murtis help Hindus understand God? (Hinduism) - Children will learn about 
Hindu views of God and the characteristics of the main Murtis (Gods/deities). They will 
look at other Hindu symbols of God and how Hindus worship at home and in the Mandir. 

History 

Ancient Romans - The children will sequence significant dates regarding events within 
the Roman Empire, on a historical timeline. They will use a range of historical sources to 
find out and present information about the everyday life of a Roman child and the life of 
a gladiator, including some of the more famous Roman gladiators. 

Geography 
Map Work - The children will be working on being able to use an atlas to name some of 
the countries which make up the continent of Europe and where Europe is located on a 
world map.  

Computing 

Online Safety – The children will learn how to be safe online by looking at the SMART 
rules (Safe, Meet, Accepting, Reliable, Tell). They will consider the risks of being online 
and collectively, come up with changes that can be made to behaviour in order to keep 
them safe. By the end of the unit, the children will have collated all their knowledge and 
understanding of the SMART rules into a podcast to promote online safety.   

Art and DT 
Mosaics– The children will look at and compare mosaics depicting gladiator scenes and 
discuss the evidence that they give us about the Roman era. The children will then design 
and create their own mosaic.  

P.E. 
 

P.E. will be on a Tuesday (pm) and a Wednesday (am). 
Hockey (Tuesday) - Year 4 Hockey lesson plans improve decision making in game 
situations, allowing children to make passes and move into good positions to make it 
difficult for opponents.  
Tag Rugby (Wednesday) - Year 4 Tag Rugby lesson plans improve decision making in 
game situations, allowing children to make passes and move into good positions to make 
it difficult for opponents.  
In both lessons, the children are encouraged to work well with others, communicating 
and collaborating, whilst being fair and respectful when competing against others. 



PSHE 

Being Me in My World (Taught through the Jigsaw scheme) – We will begin the term by 
completing a selection of activities to help us settle into Year 4. The whole school will be 
recapping & considering our school vision: ‘Together we aspire, believe, explore and 
achieve’ and doing some activities around this. 
During this unit, the children will set themselves personal goals, discuss rules, rights and 
responsibilities and think about rewards and consequences. We will be thinking about 
the roles and responsibilities of people in our school community, as well as our own 
responsibilities, and use this opportunity to vote for a new school councillor. We will 
discuss and identify what makes good teamwork and develop the skills needed to see 
things from others’ perspectives, which will help identify how our actions affect others. 
Finally, we will aim to develop our growth mindset and identify the positivity of 
challenges and development of resilience. 

MFL 

French- Unit 4 Portraits – Miss Parren’s Class. (Terms 1,2 and 3) 
The children will be learning to name and write the colours in French as well as the 
names of parts of the body in French. We will be looking at how French nouns are split 
into two groups- masculine and feminine. We will then be trying to identify an adjective 
and noun in a sentence. By the end of the term, the children will be able to describe the 
facial features in French using the first person. 

Music 
Violin and Cello lessons – Miss Roy’s Class (Terms 1,2 and 3) 
The children will be taught how to care for their instruments alongside beginning to play 
short pieces of music on their instrument on a Monday afternoon.  

 

How To Help Your Child’s Learning 

Reading  
It is an expectation at All Saints that children read (& record) at least 3 times a week though we strongly encourage them 
to read each night where possible and to record the date and book title in their diary, along with a brief comment. Please 
note that weekend nights also count! The brief comment can be written by your child but at the beginning of the year, a 
mixture of both may work well. The children are awarded house points and stickers each time they reach a 25 night 
milestone. In addition to this, please remember it is of enormous value to children to be read to on a regular basis too, 
so encourage visiting family members or friends to read with the children too! 
 
‘Times Tables Rockstars’ (TTRs) 
As we are now approaching the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) in June, there has been a change to the TTRs set.  
Weekly Requirement (30 minutes total): 

• 15 minutes in Garage 

• 15 minutes in Studio 

• 1 x Sound Check 
 

Garage 
Garage is used for learning and securing specific times tables. The questions are teacher-assigned and not strictly timed, 
allowing pupils to focus on understanding and accuracy. This is particularly important for pupils who are still developing 

confidence with their tables. 
Studio 

Studio focuses on speed and fluency, with pupils answering as many questions as possible in one-minute sessions. This 
helps develop rapid recall, which is essential for overall maths fluency. 

Using both modes is important: Garage supports learning and consolidation, while Studio builds speed and automaticity. 
Soundcheck 

Soundcheck familiarises pupils with answering a set number of questions under timed conditions and supports. The 
soundcheck may look slightly different as it now matches more closely to the MTC.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Vocabulary  Items Related To Our Topic 

Amphitheatre 
Barbarian 

Celts 
Centurion 

Chariot 
Colosseum 

Empire 
Aqueduct 

Emperor 
Gladiator 
Gladius 
Legion 
Mosaic 
Scutum 

Slave 

 Chedworth Roman Villa 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/chedworth-roman-villa 

 
The Roman Baths 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Romans.html 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8 

 

Information For This Term 
This term our P.E. lessons will be taught on Tuesday afternoons and Wednesday mornings.  On both of these 
days, children need to come to school wearing their PE kit please. 
 PE Kit: White t-shirt, black shorts/joggers, plain black hoody, trainers 
Please ensure that long hair is tied back and children have earrings removed before school on these days (or 
can take them out & store them responsibly and safely themselves.) This is for health and safety reasons and 
children will be unable to participate if they are wearing earrings.   
The table below is a useful, quick reminder of the essential things to remember each day. 
 

Days Miss Parren’s Class Miss Roy’s Class 

Monday Attenborough Reading 
Diaries collected in 

Attenborough Reading 
Diaries collected in 

Violins/Cello 

Tuesday P.E. kit to be worn  
Rashford Reading Diaries 

collected in 
 

P.E. kit to be worn  
Rashford Reading Diaries 

collected in 
 

Wednesday P.E. kit to be worn 
Thunberg Reading Diaries 

collected in 
Homework Due 

Timestable Rockstars Due 

P.E. kit to be worn 
Thunberg Reading Diaries 

collected in 
Homework Due 

Timestable Rockstars Due 
 

Thursday Malala Reading Diaries 
collected in  

Malala Reading Diaries 
collected in 

 

Friday Homework set Homework set 
 

 

 

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/chedworth-roman-villa
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Romans.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8

